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Collect – The First Sunday of Christmas

Daily Readings
Monday 31st Dec
Isaiah 59:15b-end

Psalm 102
John 1:29-34

Tuesday 1st Jan
Genesis 17:1-13

Psalm 103
Romans 2:17-end

Wednesday 2nd Jan
Isaiah 60:1-12

Psalm 18:1-30
John 1:35-42

Thursday 3rd Jan
Isaiah 60:13-end

Psalm 127
John 1:43-end

Friday 4th Jan
Isaiah 61

Psalm 89:1-37
John 2:1-12

Saturday 5th Jan
Isaiah 62

Psalm 48
John 2:13-end

Sunday 6th Jan Epiphany
Psalm 132
Jeremiah 31:7-14
John 1:29-34

Almighty God,
who wonderfully created us in your own image
and yet more wonderfully restored us
through your Son Jesus Christ:
grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,
so we may share the life of his divinity;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

Post-Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life of an
earthly home:
help your Church to live as one family,
united in love and obedience,
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

First reading
1

Psalm 148

Praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise him in the heights above.
2
Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his heavenly hosts.
3
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars.
4
Praise him, you highest heavens
and you waters above the skies.
5
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for at his command they were created,
6
and he established them for ever and ever—
he issued a decree that will never pass away.
7
Praise the Lord from the earth,
you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
8
lightning and hail, snow and clouds,
stormy winds that do his bidding,
9
you mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars,
10
wild animals and all cattle,
small creatures and flying birds,
11
kings of the earth and all nations,
you princes and all rulers on earth,
12
young men and women,
old men and children.
13
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name alone is exalted;
his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.
14
And he has raised up for his people a horn,
the praise of all his faithful servants,
of Israel, the people close to his heart.
Praise the Lord.

Second Reading Luke 2:41-52
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the
Festival of the Passover.42 When he was twelve years old,
they went up to the festival, according to the
custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents
were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was
in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they
began looking for him among their relatives and
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to
Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found
him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions.47 Everyone
who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his
answers.48 When his parents saw him, they were
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you
treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously
searching for you.”
41

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t
you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they
did not understand what he was saying to them.
49

51

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was
obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things
in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and
in favour with God and man.

