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Collect – The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Daily Readings
Monday 24th Dec
Psalm 45
Isaiah 52:13-end of 53 2 Peter 1:1-15
Tuesday 25th Dec
Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 110
Matthew 1:18-end

Wednesday 26th Dec Psalm 13
Jeremiah 26:12-15
Acts 6
Thursday 27th Dec
Exodus 33:12-end

Psalm 21
1 John 2:1-11

Friday 28th Dec
Genesis 37:13-20

Psalm 36
Matthew 18:1-10

Saturday 29th Dec
Isaiah 57:15-end

Psalm 19
John 1:1-18

Sunday 30th Dec
Isaiah 41:21-42:1

Psalms 105:1-11
1 John 1:1-7

God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen

Post-Communion Prayer
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

First reading

Micah 5:2-5a

Second Reading Luke 1:39-55
39

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
from ancient times.”
3
Therefore Israel will be abandoned
until the time when she who is in labour bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return
to join the Israelites.
4
He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.
5
And he will be our peace
when the Assyrians invade our land
and march through our fortresses.

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the
hill country of Judea,40 where she entered Zechariah’s home
and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed:
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child
you will bear! 43 But why am I so favoured, that the mother
of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of
your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped
for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord
would fulfil his promises to her!”
46
And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48
for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49
for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.
50
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
51
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost
thoughts.
52
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53
He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54
He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
55
to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

